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KEY FINDINGS

Voters largely support the core work that the UN conducts around the world. 
• 67% of voters say they support the work that the United Nations does to address issues 

globally.

Voters also recognize the importance of the U.S.’ participation in the UN, with 51% saying 
it’s very important for the U.S. to be a part of the organization.
• Perceptions of importance vary by education level, with more educated voters more 

likely to say it’s important for the U.S. to be a part of the UN.

When it comes to global priorities, three in five voters view global health issues (59%) and 
terrorism (58%) as the top priorities for the U.S. to address globally.

And, sizable majorities of key demographics say the U.S. should work cooperatively 
through international institutions to address conflicts abroad.
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METHODOLOGY 

National Survey Methodology
This poll was conducted between December 2-December 18, 2020 among a national sample of 9960 Registered Voters. 
The interviews were conducted online and the data were weighted to approximate a target sample of Registered Voters 
based on age, gender, educational attainment, race, and region. Results from the full survey have a margin of error of 
plus or minus 1 percentage points.

Multilevel Regression with Poststratification (MRP) Methodology
Responses to the survey questions are modeled via multilevel regression as a function of both individual level and state-
level variables. Our models use age, gender, education and race as individual-level predictor variables. For our state-level 
variables, we chose variables that may influence state-level vote choice such as the percent change in state gross 
domestic product (GDP), state unemployment rates, state median household income and state-level outcomes from the 
2020 presidential election.

Morning Consult obtained population parameters for registered voters from the November 2016 Current Population 
Survey. We applied post-stratification weights at the state level based on gender, age, educational attainment and race 
using the American Community Survey (ACS).
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Two thirds of registered voters (67%) support the work the UN does to address issues 
globally, including one third (32%) who strongly support it.

35%

10%
8% 15%

32%

Strongly support Somewhat support Somewhat oppose Strongly oppose Don't know/no
opinion

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

As you may know, the United Nations is an international organization that aims to maintain global peace and security, develop friendly 
relations among nations, and achieve international cooperation. Based on what you know, do you support or oppose the work that the 
United Nations does to address issues globally?

67% 18%
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A majority of registered voters across key demographics support the work the UN 
does to address global issues. Notably, support increases with education level.

35% 15%
35% 9%

35% 21%
34% 20%

33% 15%
35% 16%
36% 11%

32% 9%
41% 17%

34% 15%
35% 21%

36% 8%
31% 5%

32% 10% 8%
34% 11% 11%

30% 9% 5%
31% 10% 5%

40% 7% 5%
31% 9% 9%
30% 13% 11%

51% 5%
30% 9% 4%

19% 16% 16%
26% 11% 8%

39% 9% 8%
50% 8% 7%Educ: Post-grad

Educ: Bachelors degree

Educ: < College

Ideo: Conservative (5-7)

Ideo: Moderate (4)

Ideo: Liberal (1-3)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Registered Voters

Strongly support    Somewhat support    Don't know/no opinion    Somewhat oppose    Strongly oppose    

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

As you may know, the United Nations is an international organization that aims to maintain global peace and security, develop friendly 
relations among nations, and achieve international cooperation. Based on what you know, do you support or oppose the work that the 
United Nations does to address issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H
As you may know, the United Nations is an international organization that aims to maintain global peace and security, develop friendly 
relations among nations, and achieve international cooperation. Based on what you know, do you support or oppose the work that the 
United Nations does to address issues globally?
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Three quarters of registered voters (74%) say it’s important for the U.S. to be a 
member of the United Nations, including half (51%) who say it’s very important.

23%

7% 7%
11%

51%

Very important Somewhat important Not too important Not important Don't know/no
opinion

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How important is it, if at all, for the U.S. to be a member of the United Nations?

74% 14%
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Of the following demographics, liberal voters are most likely to say that it’s important 
for the U.S. to be a member of the United Nations (91%).

23% 11%
23% 6%

23% 15%
27% 15%

24% 13%
22% 10%
21% 5%

18% 5%
28% 11%

25% 11%
24% 15%

23% 5%
21%

51% 7% 7%
53% 8% 10%

50% 6% 5%
48% 6%

54% 5% 4%
51% 7% 9%
53% 10% 11%

73%
52% 6% 4%

35% 12% 17%
45% 8% 8%

59% 6% 8%
67% 5% 5%Educ: Post-grad

Educ: Bachelors degree

Educ: < College

Ideo: Conservative (5-7)

Ideo: Moderate (4)

Ideo: Liberal (1-3)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Registered Voters

Very important    Somewhat important    Don't know/no opinion    Not too important    Not important    

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How important is it, if at all, for the U.S. to be a member of the United Nations?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How important is it, if at all, for the U.S. to be a member of the United Nations?
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While a majority of voters view each tested issue as a priority, three in five voters view 
global health issues (59%) and terrorism (58%) as the top priorities for the U.S. to 
address globally.

32% 4%

34% 5%

34% 4%

29% 5%

26% 5%

36% 4%

38% 5%

49% 10% 5%

51% 8%

49% 9% 4%

58% 6%

59% 7% 4%

48% 8% 4%

40% 12% 5%Women's rights such as ending discrimination,
violence, and inequality

Children's education and equitable access to
learning

Environmental issues, such as pollution, health of
the planet, and oceans

Extreme poverty and hunger around the world

Human rights and freedoms of speech, religion, and
press

Terrorism or the rise of extremist groups

Global health, such as vaccine distribution and
preventing future pandemics

A top priority An important but
not top priority    

Don't know/no
opinion    

Not too important
of a priority    

Not at all a
priority    

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

How much of a priority, if at all, should it be for the United States to address the following issues globally?
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Over three quarters of voters (79%) say the U.S. should work cooperatively through 
international institutions to address conflicts abroad.

79%

9%
12%

The U.S. should work
cooperatively through

international institutions to
address conflicts abroad

The U.S. should work alone at
addressing conflicts abroad

The U.S. should not work to
address conflicts abroad

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

As you think about U.S. action to address conflicts abroad, do you believe the U.S. should work cooperatively through international 
institutions to address conflicts abroad or work alone at addressing conflicts abroad?
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This includes sizable majorities of key demographics, although conservative voters are 
slightly more likely to say the U.S. should work alone (16%) or not address conflicts 
abroad (14%).

79%
79%

80%
79%

79%
78%

81%
88%

82%
70%

77%
83%

83%

12% 9%
12% 9%

11% 9%
15% 6%
14% 7%

11% 10%
8% 11%
8%
10% 8%

16% 14%
12% 11%
11% 6%
13% 4%Educ: Post-grad

Educ: Bachelors degree

Educ: < College

Ideo: Conservative (5-7)

Ideo: Moderate (4)

Ideo: Liberal (1-3)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Registered Voters

The U.S. should work alone at
addressing conflicts abroad

The U.S. should work cooperatively
through international institutions to
address conflicts abroad    

The U.S. should not work to address
conflicts abroad

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

As you think about U.S. action to address conflicts abroad, do you believe the U.S. should work cooperatively through international 
institutions to address conflicts abroad or work alone at addressing conflicts abroad?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

As you think about U.S. action to address conflicts abroad, do you believe the U.S. should work cooperatively through international 
institutions to address conflicts abroad or work alone at addressing conflicts abroad?
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Three in five voters (60%) believe their member of Congress should take action to 
continue U.S. funding for the UN.

26%

9% 9%

20%

34%

Yes, definitely Yes, maybe No, maybe not No, definitely not Don't know/no
opinion

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

In your opinion, do you believe your Member of Congress should take action to continue U.S. funding for the UN, or not?

60% 18%
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This includes three in five moderate voters (62%) who say their member of Congress 
should take action to continue U.S. funding for the UN.

26% 20%
27% 12%

25% 28%
33% 23%

28% 20%
23% 22%

23% 16%
25% 12%

31% 23%
24% 20%

26% 27%
26% 11%

27% 6%

34% 9% 9%
40% 9% 11%

30% 10% 8%
32% 8% 5%

39% 7% 6%
32% 11% 12%

37% 11% 14%
57% 4%

31% 8% 6%
20% 16% 20%

26% 11% 10%
45% 8% 9%

55% 7% 6%Educ: Post-grad

Educ: Bachelors degree

Educ: < College

Ideo: Conservative (5-7)

Ideo: Moderate (4)

Ideo: Liberal (1-3)

Age: 65+

Age: 45-64

Age: 35-44

Age: 18-34

Gender: Female

Gender: Male

Registered Voters

Yes, definitely     Yes, maybe     Don't know/no opinion     No, maybe not     No, definitely not     

S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

In your opinion, do you believe your Member of Congress should take action to continue U.S. funding for the UN, or not?
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S T AT E -LE V E L R E S E AR C H

In your opinion, do you believe your Member of Congress should take action to continue U.S. funding for the UN, or not?
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