
Dear Chairmen Graham, Rogers, Hoeven and Aderholt and Ranking Members Leahy, Lowey, Merkley 

and Bishop: 

We write deeply concerned about the rapidly deteriorating situation in the Central African Republic 

(CAR) and urge you to take steps in the FY 2018 conference agreement to address critical needs.  

The CAR is the least developed country in the world, ranking 188th on the Human Development Index. 

Despite peaceful elections after brutal violence in 2013-2015, state institutions and security have not 

reached all of the country. As armed groups splinter and compete for power across the countryside, 

civilians suffer. In August 2017, the recorded number of internally displaced people exceeded 600,000, 

representing an increase of 40% in 6 months.1  The UN peacekeeping mission, MINUSCA, is 

overstretched and unable to fulfill its mandate of civilian protection.  Overlaid with extreme poverty -- 

nearly half of the country’s population of approximately 2.2 million people is dependent on humanitarian 

aid for their very survival the plight of Central Africans demands our attention and action.  

Shrinking humanitarian space has made the current situation even more devastating.  The CAR is one of 

the most dangerous countries in the world for humanitarian workers and targeted attacks on humanitarian 

actors continue to impede humanitarians from providing lifesaving assistance.  

While the situation in CAR is dire, it is not lost. A fragile peace has held in Bangui and Central Africans 

themselves have laid the foundations for peace, coming together to form over 1,000 peace committees 

across the country. These hard-fought gains must be protected.   

Strong leadership is urgently needed. There are several things that conferees can do to improve the 

situation in CAR.  Specifically, in the FY 2018 conference agreement, we urge you to: 

 Support a Strong MINUSCA Peacekeeping Mission.  Conferees should ensure full funding for CIPA 

so MINUSCA has sufficient capacity and resources to deliver on its mandate to protect civilians 

amid the deteriorating situation, including by supporting requests from the United Nations for 

additional capacity to reinforce the mission, and to further ensure the UN mission is able to work in 

coordination with the CAR government and other actors to hand over capacity where appropriate. 

 Include the House SFOPS bill language on the CAR that supports funding for “reconciliation and 

peacebuilding programs to promote inter-faith dialogue at the national and local levels, and for 

programs to prevent crimes against humanity.” This helpful language can only be implemented with 

appropriate funding though. We therefore urge conferees to support robust funding for Economic 

Support Funds, or other appropriate accounts, to ensure the CAR receives enough funding to 

implement critical grassroots peacebuilding interventions and to help communities throughout the 

country build greater resilience.   

 Support the Senate level for the Complex Crises Fund. While the Complex Crises Fund is not 

CAR-specific, reviews by independent experts and the Central African government have found that 

small investments through this account by the United States in peacebuilding have shown 

demonstrable benefits and catalyzed local efforts that continued after the end of donor support. Paired 

with effective and strategic peacekeeping, these rapid-response funds can help alleviate tensions and 

create the conditions for a lasting peace in CAR.  

                                                      
1 http://www.unocha.org/car 

https://www.mercycorps.org/sites/default/files/Building%20Resilience%20During%20Conflict%20-%20Policy%20One-Pager_0.pdf
https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Rapport-de-la-Mission-Evaluation.pdf
https://www.sfcg.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/CAR-SFCG-Rapport-d%C3%A9tude-CPM-Final.pdf


 Fully fund humanitarian accounts, including International Disaster Assistance and Food for 

Peace, at the higher Senate marks so OFDA and FFP can support an urgently-needed humanitarian 

response. Currently, the humanitarian appeal though is only 30% funded, severely limiting the 

humanitarian response and without US leadership, urgent needs will not be met. 

While the people of CAR are facing a great crisis, there is still the opportunity to prevent further tragedy. 

We thank you in advance for your foresight and leadership in preventing the country and its people from 

falling into chaos. 

Sincerely, 

1. Action Against Hunger 

2. Better World Campaign 

3. Central African Republic Returned 

Peace Corps Volunteers (CAR RPCV) 

4. Concordis International 

5. The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America 

6. Global Centre for the Responsibility to 

Protect 

7. International Medical Corps 

8. The International Rescue Committee 

9. Invisible Children 

10. Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry 

11. Mercy Corps 

12. The MENTOR Initiative 

13. Norwegian Refugee Council USA 

14. Oxfam USA 

15. Peace Action International 

16. Peace Direct 

17. PRBB Foundation 

18. Refugees International 

19. Search for Common Ground 

20. SEWA USA 

21. STAND: The Student-Led Movement to 

End Mass Atrocities 

 


