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July 17, 2014 

 

The Honorable Harry Reid  

Majority Leader  

United States Senate  

S-221  

The Capitol  

Washington, DC 20510-7020  

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell  

Minority Leader  

United States Senate  

S-230  

The Capitol  

Washington, DC 20510-7010  

To the Senate Majority and Minority Leaders: 

 

We write today regarding the nomination of Bathsheba Crocker to be Assistant Secretary of State 

for International Organization Affairs and specifically to urge you to act expeditiously on her 

nomination.* Ms. Crocker, whose nomination faces no known opposition in the Senate and was 

voted unanimously out of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, has nevertheless been 

waiting over 250 days for a confirmation vote. 

 

While we understand that the Senate faces competing priorities and a tight legislative schedule 

this year, time is of the essence with regards to Ms. Crocker’s confirmation. In September, the 

United States will assume the rotating presidency of the UN Security Council for one month, 

where it will undoubtedly face an agenda crowded with issues of importance to our national 

security. This will coincide with the opening of the 69th session of the UN General Assembly, 

when leaders from around the world will converge at UN Headquarters in New York to discuss 

an array of pressing development, global health, and security-related matters. Given the 

importance of these events, we believe it is all the more critical that Ms. Crocker be confirmed 

and in place in her new position as soon as possible. 

 

As the senior diplomat responsible for coordinating U.S. policy and strategy across the broad 

spectrum of international organizations to which the U.S. belongs, the Assistant Secretary of 

State for International Organization Affairs plays an instrumental role in advancing and 

defending American interests and values on the world stage. From ensuring progress on our 

nation’s UN reform agenda, to defending key U.S. allies like Israel at international fora, building 

multilateral support to counter Iran’s nuclear ambitions, and addressing persistent insecurity and 

internecine conflict in countries like South Sudan and the Central African Republic, filling this 

position will allow the U.S. to better promote its priorities on a variety of issues. We firmly 

believe that Ms. Crocker, who has served in senior positions at the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation, the UN, and the State Department, is eminently qualified to fulfill this role. 

 

As a result, we urge you to hold a vote in the Senate on Ms. Crocker’s nomination before the 

start of the August recess. Thank you for your continued leadership and consideration. 

 

Sincerely,   

 

 



 

Amb. Morton Abramowitz  

The Century Foundation 

 

Nazanin Ash 

Former Dep. Asst. Secretary 

Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs 

  

Nancy Birdsall  

President, Center for Global Development 

 

The Hon. Esther Brimmer  

George Washington University, Former 

Asst. Secretary for International 

Organization Affairs 

 

Christopher S. Chivvis  

Senior Political Scientist, RAND 

Corporation  

 

Craig S. Cohen 

Executive Vice President, Center for 

Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 

 

Amb. Paula J. Dobriansky  

Former Under Secretary of State for Global 

Affairs 

 

Michèle A. Flournoy 

Chief Executive Officer, Center for a New 

American Security 

 

Dr. Johanna Mendelson Forman 

Stimson Center 

 

Michel Gabaudan  

President, Refugees International 

 

Jared Genser  

Founder, Freedom Now 

 

David Gordon  

Chairman, Eurasia Group 

 

Morton H. Halperin  

Open Society Foundations  

 

Amy Hawthorne  

Atlantic Council 

 

Professor Duncan B. Hollis 

Temple University Beasley School of Law 

 

Robert Kagan 

Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution 

 

Brian Katulis  

Center for American Progress 

 

David Kaye  

Clinical Professor of Law, UC Irvine School 

of Law 

 

Dalia Dassa Kaye 

Director, RAND Center for Middle East 

Public Policy  

 

Melinda Kimble  

President, Americans for UNESCO 

 

Mark P. Lagon 

Chair, Global Politics & Security, MSFS, 

Georgetown University; Former U.S. 

Ambassador to Combat Trafficking in 

Persons 

 

Louis Lauter  

Director of Congressional Affairs, Center 

for Strategic and International Studies 

 

Princeton N. Lyman 

Princeton Lyman & Associates, Former 

Asst. Secretary of State for International 

Organization Affairs 

 

Peter Mandaville 

Professor of Government & Politics, George 

Mason University 

 

Todd Moss  

Former Dep. Asst. Secretary of State for 

African Affairs 

 



 

John Negroponte  

Former Deputy Secretary of State 

 

Stewart Patrick  

Council on Foreign Relations 

 

Ted Piccone  

Senior Fellow, The Brookings Institution 

 

Eric P. Schwartz  

Dean, Humphrey School of Public Affairs, 

University of Minnesota; former Asst. 

Secretary of State for Population, Refugee, 

and Migration 

 

Jeremy Shapiro 

Fellow, The Brookings Institution 

 

Anne-Marie Slaughter  

Professor Emerita of Politics and 

International Affairs, Princeton University 

 

Julianne Smith 
Senior Vice President, Beacon Global 

Strategies; former National Security Advisor 

to the Vice President 

 

Richard H. Solomon  

Former President U.S. Institute of Peace; 

Asst. Secretary of State for Asia/Pacific 

 

Esther Sprague  

Sudan Unlimited 

 

James B. Steinberg  

Former Deputy Secretary of State 

 

Ashley J. Tellis 

Senior Associate, Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace 

 

Chris Whatley  

Executive Director, The United Nations 

Association of the United States of America  

 

 

Frank G. Wisner 

Foreign Affairs Advisor, Patton Boggs 

 

Thomas Wright  

Fellow, The Brookings Institution 

 

Peter Yeo 

Executive Director, Better World Campaign 

 

Casimir Yost  

Institute for the Study of Diplomacy, 

Georgetown University 


